
 

  

As we, Florissant Presbyterian, face a series of large capital expenses (three HVAC units 
and roof repairs), we have a choice as to whether we will be caught up in worry and fear 
or we will direct our attention toward wholeness and hope. I think we must faithfully 
choose to embrace hope over fear.   

It is hard to choose hope. For some, hope in the face of such challenges and real world 
problems, seems like foolishness or denial.  Sometimes our financial challenges even 
rattled me, yet I do my best to lead our congregation in ways that let us recognize 
ultimately that what we choose or do is not what holds our future; Jesus Christ is our 
future and God holds the future.  A hope that relies on us alone is simply optimism. And 
this kind of optimism demands that we overcome feeling inside ourselves that alone we 
are not prepared to overcome.  When Paul wrote his letter to the church in 
Thessalonica, he pointed to a hope that can only come from the world being 
transformed by the death and resurrection of Jesus. For Paul, the struggles of the 
present are symbolized by the death of Jesus so that hope overshadows the way we feel 
with the life and resurrection of Jesus.  As we face our worries, fears and even despair 
over our capital expenses, our true hope can arise through our commitment to live out 
the whole truth of resurrection.  

In sharing the situation of our building’s capital expenses, I pray we are creating the 
conditions for hope. Hope begins when denial and resignation are thrown out. Hope 
becomes possible when the tired and weary step forward and commit again to each 
other and Christ.  Hope demands honest confrontation of problems, pain and worries. In 
contrast, fear and despair surrenders to feelings of anxiety, worry and loss. Hope does 
not surrender but rather works to change our real physical and structural situation. 
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This resolve to live the resurrection in the face of death and to hope does not come 
easily.  We need to be willing to share our own stories of hope. They can talk about 
overcoming incredible challenges-- the miraculous escape from a war situation, food in 
a time of hunger, forgiveness in the face of betrayal, and kindness in a time of need and 
peace where there was violence.  Many of you, our members and friends, who have 
experience in this often-painful world, have chosen hope in the face of fear. Your 
struggles have taught you how to hope. You know that prayer and faithfulness 
cultivated hope in your lives.  We need your witness to overcoming fear, grief, and 
worry within your lives, so that together with Christ, we can learn and embrace hope 
over hopelessness for our life together.   

We need to reassure ourselves with God’s stories of hope, perseverance, and 
resurrection. We can activate God’s hope today in our church with a resurrection and 
joyful imagination that sees beyond our own experiences of fear and worry to lean-in on 
Jesus to embrace His Hope.  As we, Florissant Presbyterian, face a series of large capital 
expenses, we have a choice as to whether we will be caught up in worry and fear or we 
will direct our attention toward God’s steadfastness and hope. I think that as we move 
forward together with Christ, we shall choose to embrace hope over fear.   

Let Us Abound in Hope, 

Pastor Sean 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

CLERK’S CORNER  ̧Candy Shelton, Clerk of Session 

 

 

The Session of Florissant Presbyterian Church met on Sunday, August 19, 2018 in the 
FPC Conference Room. 
 
Please welcome Bobby Zeisler as the newest member of FPC! 
 
COMMISION REPORTS: 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – No report 
 
CHURCH LIFE – Rolla Smith, chair, reminded everyone September 12th is Cooking Up 
Kindness.  Program will NOT be held in November or December.  The FPC Birthday party 
sponsored by the Mariners will be September30th immediately following worship 
service.  Plans are underway for the annual Craft, Collectible and Book Fair on 
November 17th. 
 
CHURCH OPERATION - Motions were approved to 1) repair and replace Heating 
Ventilation and Air conditioning HVAC systems in Harmon Hall and the sanctuary, 2) 
remove brush piles and tree trimming and removal and 3) repair the roof. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE There will be a 90th birthday celebration in September for 
Ruth Shelton. 
 
EVANGELISM is sponsoring an indoor walking program “Come Walk with Me” every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 1:30 and on Wednesday evenings at 5:30. 
 
WORSHIP – no report 
 
Reminder:  Jesus Love Feast will be September 22nd at Halls Ferry Christian Church. 
Pastor Sean closed the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with prayer.  
 
Next meeting Sunday, September 14th, 2018.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

  7  Elizabeth Heberer 
  8  Trish Farano 
11  Boyd Surgeon* 
14  Donald Wardlaw   
16  Shirley Richards* 

17  Fred Brandford        
17   Abbi Piper 
17   Lloyd Moore 
17   Sue Connelly-Morgan 
18   Chris Mahurin 

 

 20   Jim Moody  
 22  Anna Eagleton* 
26  Mike Maurin 
30  Ruth Shelton*  
 
 

 

  

Happy  90 th   
Ruth Shelton  

Happy  90   
Boyd Surgeon , Shirley Richards , Anna Eagleton   

 

If you would like to send Ruth, Boyd, Shirley or Anna a card, their addresses are as follows... 
 

Ruth – 25 Bluefield Court, Florissant, MO 63033 
Boyd - 2370 Rivoli Place, Florissant, Mo 63031  

Shirley - Lake St. Charles Retirement Ct, 45 Honey Locust Ln #208C, St. Charles, MO 63303  
Anna - 4622 Gemini Drive, St. Louis, MO 63128 

 

 
 

Brian & Susan Denno, married 30 years on September 3  

       John & Abbi Piper, married 13 years on September 24  
   

  
 



 

 

 

                                                        
      
     Written By:  Betty Walters 

     September 11, 2001 

 
 

“We Will Prevail” 
 

A terrorist attack on Tuesday, the 11th of  September 

A day that America will always remember. 
 

The day started out like any other. 

Americans going to work, all joined as sisters and brothers 
 

The enemy felt the need to destroy our homeland. 

We’re a peace loving nation, we stick together hand in hand. 
 

To the enemy, you have pushed us to the limit. 

Oh, yes?  We will fight back we’re not afraid or timid. 
 

Our American flags are flying half staff,  

But soon they’ll be raised then we will have the last laugh. 
 

Our dedicated Americans are looking for survivors 

Under all the rubble from the falling towers. 
 

Our nation will unite even stronger than ever 

We’ll stick  together through all our endeavors. 
 

Where twin towers fell to form a deep hole 

There now lies a field of lost souls 
 

But your souls won’t be lost for very long 

From Heaven you’ll see our country come back strong. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                           
 
 
 

CHURCH LIFE 
 

Mariners - The last two weeks of July and the first week of August were very, very busy.  
We had an amazing amount of donations for the rummage sale and thank goodness we 
had two weeks to set it up not just the one day as usual.  Thanks to everyone for their 
donations and a great big thank you to everyone who helped with pick-ups, set up and 
the sale. At last count we had collected over $1800.00! 
 

As usual your response to the KidSmart drive for school supplies has been tremendous!  
Thank you from all the teachers and students you are helping. 
 

In September we will have the coat crib out in the front hall to collect coats for the Kurt 
Warner “Warm-up” drive.  We did pull some of the nicer coats from the rummage sale 
and put them aside for the crib. 
 

On Sunday, September 30th following worship we will have our church wide “Birthday 
Party”.  A light meal will be provided including birthday cake and ice cream.  We will play 
a game with great prizes.  Please bring canned food donations for TEAM and/or hats and 
mittens for KidSmart. 
 

No plans for October at this time.  We are asking for suggestions for future activities!  
Do you have something you would like to do?  (See the suggestion box on the fellowship 
table.) We are trying to stay away from evening or night activities for the safety of our 
congregation. 
 

November 11th Our fall Pancake & Sausage Brunch after worship. Please mark your 
calendar and join us.   No tickets, a freewill offering. 
 

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

The growing season for the Florissant Presbyterian Church community garden is nearing 
an end. To date we have donated over 210 pounds of cucumbers, 7 pounds of lettuce, 
jars of pickles, 6 pounds of carrots, 5 pounds of onions and 5 pounds of potatoes to 
TEAM. Tomatoes and red cabbage are still growing. 
 
 

Church News 



 

 
PRAY REQUEST 

Penny, friend of  Carlene & Georgiana, Theresa, Bob, Bob, Sue & Sue’s brother-in-
law Jeff, her niece Bailey, her sister Lynn and her granddaughter Cortney, Ruth & 
her great grandson, Doris & Carol, Ruth & her daughter Mary Jo,  Sara, Pamela, 
Theresa and Shirley. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Cooking up Kindness - FREE DINNER - Thursday, September 13, 5:00 – 6:30 pm 
 

Young at Heart – Thursday, September 27, noon 
 

Waking Up White ð Sunday, September 23, after service ɀ We ask people to bring a 

sandwich and we will provide a salad or other side 
 

Gift Cards - Here is an update on slow moving gift cards.  If you are interested, please 
stop by the office or after service on Sundays, and pick up a few. 

 

 Ban Rep/Gap/Old Navy       3 @$25 Hallmark  2 @ $25 
 Bass Pro Shops  4 @ $25 Little Cesars  3 @ $20 
 Best Buy  1 @ $25 Michael’s  2 @ $25 
 Buffalo Wild Wings   2 @ $25 Panda Express 2 @ $25 
 Chili’s   1 @ $25  
   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
My Dear FPC Family, 
 
As I was reading Our Daily Bread the other day I was moved by the passage from 1 
Chronicles 29:1-14 and the lesson of “giving generously.”   
 
The biblical passage has to do with David’s plea to the people to give their resources for 
the building of the temple to the Lord.  He knew the cost would be great and Solomon 
would need all the help he could get.  And the people gave “willingly and abundantly.”  
The verse that stood out for me was the very last one – “But who are we Lord that we 
should be able to give as generously as this? (paraphrased) Everything comes from God, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ¸ƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΦέ (emphasis mine) 
 
The lesson was written by a woman who felt her family already gave generously to their 
church and the latest building campaign was a bit over the top.  Then she and her 
husband began to pray about the needs of their church and they decided to give an 
additional monthly donation to the building fund.  
 
This lesson got me thinking about FPC’s financial state.  We have some big expenditures 
coming up – air conditioning and heater repairs, tree removal and more roof repairs – at 
least $25,000 if not more.  Though we built up a nice size repair fund we’ve recently had 
to borrow against it for our monthly expenses. 
 
We’ve lost quite a few members the past few years and I have watched our income 
steadily go down.  It made my family re-examine our giving and decide to increase our 
commitment.   
 
I realize the majority or our congregation lives on a fixed income.  I get that.  All I am 
asking is you pray earnestly, thanking God for His generosity and generously give what 
He has entrusted to you. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Ellen 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Jesus Love Feast Volunteers needed: 
 
Last year FPC hosted the annual JLF.  It was a very successful event but as always it takes 
lots of help.  Please consider volunteering.  JLF needs help in the clothing area, food 
serving, manicures and security, even for just a few hours. 
 

Date:           September 22, 2018 
Time:           10:30 am – 4:00 pm  
Location:    Halls Ferry Christian Church 
                     12100 Old Halls Ferry Rd  
                     Florissant Mo 63033 

 
When Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your 
friends, brothers, relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back 
and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” Luke 14:12—14 

 
 

 
 
 
 


