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PRELUDE 

 

CHRISTMAS GATHERING AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

CAROL:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel #88 

 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

THE CHRIST CANDLE ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

A Christ Candle Prayer                       
 

As a bright new star lit the heavens so long ago, tonight, we light the Christ candle 

to point our way to the one who is the light of the world.  Our time of Advent 

preparation has been completed and we gather tonight to celebrate a newborn  
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baby named Jesus.  God came into our world not with honor, or grandeur, but as a 

helpless and humble baby cradled in the straw of a manger.  We come together 

tonight to witness to the light of our Emmanuel, Christ Jesus, so that all might 

believe, have hope and share love through this holy child.  Amen. 

 

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

who orderest all things mightily: 

to us the path of knowledge show; 

and teach us in her ways to go. [Refrain] 

 

6.  O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain] 
 

7.  O come, Desire of nations, bind 

all peoples in one heart and mind; 

bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. [Refrain] 

 

GATHERED TO WORSHIP: (John 1:1-14) 
 

One:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  

  

Many:  He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being.  

  

One:  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people.  

  

Many:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  

One:  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 
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Many:   He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  

All:  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.                           

                     

CAROL:  O Come, All Ye Faithful #133 
 

1. O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant; 

O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 

 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord! 

 

2. True God from true God, 

Light from light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

very God, begotten, not created! [Refrain] 

 

3. Sing, choirs of angels; 

sing in exultation; 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest! [Refrain] 

 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
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PROPHECY 

 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  For a child has been born for us,  

a son given to us; Authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 

CHOIR:  Night of Silence  

 

ANNUNCIATION 

 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 

he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 

also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel 
departed from her. 
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CAROL:  Away in a Manager #114 

 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2. The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST 

  

Luke 2:1-7 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

CHOIR:  Who Would Send a Baby 
 

Luke 2: 8-14 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the               
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people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 

on earth peace among those whom he favors!’  
 

CAROL:  Angels We Have Heard on High #113 

 

1. Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 

echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Luke 2:15-20 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered  
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them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

CHOIR:  The Jesus Gift 

 

Matthew: 2: 1-12 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 

of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 

a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ Then Herod secretly called for the 
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then 

he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

 

CAROL:  We Three Kings #151 
 

1. We three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 
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guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never 

over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; 

incense owns a deity nigh; 

prayer and praising gladly raising, 

worshiping God Most High. [Refrain] 

 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 

 

5. Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 

 

HOMILY:  by Rev. Sean Butler 

 

CAROL:  Joy to the World #134 
 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

   

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

 Words of Invitation 

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come; thy will 

be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

forever.  Amen. 
 

 Words of Institution 

 Communion of the People  

Prayer    

  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES 

 

CAROL:  Silent Night, Holy Night #122 

 

1. Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 

‘Round yon virgin mother and child! 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
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2. Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing: “Al-le-lu-ia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 

 

3. Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, Al-le-lu-ia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born.  Christ the Savior is born. 

 

BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

                                                                                               

 
Dick, Bill, Georgiana, Candy, Ruth, Ellen, Tom, Lois, Lynn, Dianne, Fern, Doris, Carol, Sara, 

Pamela, Carole’s niece Brittany, Mary’s brother, Sue’s friend Lill, Ruth & her great grandson, 
Sue & her brother-in-law Shawn and her sister Lynn. 

A special thank you to our musicians and sound 

man, Dan Edwards,  for the beautiful music tonight. 

           Caitlin Gierer (Flutist) 

  Kristy Woods (Violin) 

Francine Hobein (Keyboard) 

And the FPC Choir 
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2021 Poinsettias 
 

 

The beautiful poinsettias in our sanctuary  
were made possible by the following people. 

 

 

Lynn Bohler Paul & Evelyn Wulkopf 

 

Trish Farano  In Honor of My Family 

In Memory of My Husband Michael & 
My Parents, Paul & Mary Ann Coulter 

 

Lynne Robertshaw  In Memory of Richard Robertshaw 
      

Nancy Salfen   In Memory of Terry Salfen 
 

Candy & Tom Shelton  In Honor of Families 
 

Tumminia Family   In Memory of Our Mom’s,  
Shirley Enns & Jackie Piskulic 

 

Betty Williams   In Memory of Bob Williams 
 

 
 

 


